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THIS IS YOUR ORGANIZATION 


HeEtEN A. Ganser, President 


One of the most satisfying experiences in life is the opportunity to participate 
in an Association of those who share the same interests and purposes. This privi- 
lege we shall appreciate more than ever when peacetime conditions again make it 
possible for the Pennsylvania Library Association to hold its annual conference. 

In the meanwhile, the welfare of our organization will depend to a very great 
extent upon the willingness of every member to cultivate contacts with other 
librarians and to promote general interest in the aims of our Association. As many 
members feel handicapped by the consciousness of a limited knowledge of the 
P. L. A., it appears advisable to summarize and record certain facts for general 
information. 

The Constitution briefly states that, “our object shall be to advance the 
interests of the libraries in Pennsylvania.” This aim calls for the united efforts of 
all of us, and the Executive Board wishes to encourage the members to offer 
suggestions which they feel might be helpful. 

There are two types of membership, individual and institutional. Eligibility 

for individual membership rests only upon interest in library work. An increase 
| in the number of individual members is one of the most direct roads to the improve- 
ment of library service throughout the Commonwealth. The institutional mem- 
bership is open to libraries, historical associations, and similar organizations. It 
represents a form of support given in recognition of the influence of the Associa- 
tion. The annual dues are one dollar for the individual membership and two 
dollars for the institutional membership. The fiscal year is the same as the 
calendar year. 

The officers include a president, a vice-president who is also the president- 
elect, a secretary, and a treasurer. They are ordinarily elected at the annual 
meeting, but this year it will be necessary to elect by mail ballot. 

Between annual meetings, the business of the Association is carried on by the 
Executive Board, which usually meets two or three times a year. The Board 
includes, in addition to the officers, the immediate past president and three elective 
members at large who serve for three years, one being elected each year. The 
chairmen of the Sections of the Association also serve as ex-officio members of the 
Board. It is customary for the President to invite to Board meetings committee 
chairmen who are concerned with matters on the docket for special discussion. 

Special group interests are served by the organization of Sections. There are 
now the following six: Catalogers’ Section, Children and Young People’s Section, 
College and University Section, County Library Section, Junior Members’ Round 
Table, and Public Libraries Section. Membership in any Section is lypeteee to 


“such members of the Association as are professionally engaged in libraries of the 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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(Continued from Page 9) 


type represented” by the Section. The 
formation of a Section requires at least 
ten members. The usual practice is 
for a Section to meet once a year, at 
the time of the convention of the As- 
sociation. Furthermore, independent 
bodies at times participate in the an- 
nual conference. Organizations which 
have cooperated are: The Catholic Li- 
brary Association, the Pennsylvania 
Council of School Librarians, the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association, and, through 
the Archival Committee, the Pennsyl- 
vania Historical Association, and the 
Pennsylvania Federation of Historical 
Societies. 

Much of the work of the Association 
is carried on by committees, appointed 
by the President with the assistance of 
the Executive Board. In rendering 


service to the P. L. A., committee mem- 
bers also derive professional benefits 
from the special type of experience and 
the personal contacts with fellow li- 
brarians. Some of the committees to 
which the Association is indebted are 
as follows: 


The Archival Committee is a joint 
committee for the preservation of Penn- 
sylvania Archives. The personnel in- 
cludes three members from each of the 
following organizations: Pennsylvania 
Library Association, Pennsylvania His- 
torical Association, and Pennsylvania 
Federation of Historical Societies. In 
addition, there are representatives of 
patriotic societies. The president of 
the P. L. A. and the State Librarian 
are ex-officio members. 

The duties of the Legislative Com- 
mittee are “to watch for, consider, and 
take action upon any proposed legis- 
lation which may affect library inter- 
ests; to prepare any legislation desired 
by the Association, and to promote its 
passage; and to represent the Associa- 
tion generally before the legislature of 
the Commonwealth.” 

The purpose of the Membership 
Committee is to increase the member- 
ship of the Association, to secure back 
dues and re-establish old memberships, 
if possible, and to welcome librarians 
from other states when they first come 
to work in Pennsylvania. 

The Nominating Committee consists 
of five P. L. A. members appointed by 
the president, in the spring, to prepare 
a slate of nominations for the offices of 
the Association for the following year, 
which begins in October, after the an- 
nual meeting. 

The Resolutions Committee receives 
and considers all suggestions for reso- 
lutions on deaths. It also presents 
resolutions of appreciation for help 
from various sources in connection with 
the convention. 

The Scholarship Committee evalu- 
ates applications for scholarships, and 


- 
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awards the money available to those 
most worthy of aid. The scholarships 
are intended to help raise the standard 
of public libraries in Pennsylvania, and 
are awarded to librarians, or their as- 
sistants, in Pennsylvania public libra- 
ries. The scholarships are financed, 
under normal conditions, by the rental 
proceeds from space used by exhibitors 
at the annual meeting. 


The Committee on Standards and 
Certification for the Public Libraries 
and Librarians of Pennsylvania re- 
ceives and acts upon applications for 
certification, and grants certificates to 
persons and libraries. Decisions are 
based upon a code of standards adopted 


by the P. L. A. in 1937. 


Tue Pennsytvania Liprary Asso- 
CIATION BULLETIN is published to keep 
members informed of developments in 
the state and to provide an organ 
through which the Association can 
speak. 

The annual meeting is a story in it- 
self, and space only permits the state- 
ment that the program chairman, Miss 
Katherine Shorey of York, has made 
some unusually promising plans for the 
next conference, which we trust will 


be held in 1946. 


EDITORIAL 


This issue of the BULLETIN is adding 
its support to the current membership 
campaign. We have expanded our 
mailing list, sending the BULLETIN both 
to those who are already members and 
to Pennsylvania librarians who have 
not yet joined or who have allowed 
their membership to lapse. 

Our leading article tells how the As- 
sociation is organized and what it does. 
The article on Adams County shows 
what one county is doing to improve 
Pennsylvania library service. The 
BuLLETIN intends to publicize such 
work as an incentive to others. Miss 


Evelyn Matthews’ summary shows how 
much work remains to be done. 

If you want to help improve Penn- 
sylvania’s library service; if you want 
to be kept informed of the latest state 
library news, join the P. L. A. now. 
Dues ($1.00 per year) should be sent 
to Mr. Clifford Wightman, Treasurer, 
Lancaster Public Library. By sending 
$2.00 your dues will be paid until Janu- 
ary, 1947. 


TRIBUTE TO A. BOYD HAMILTON 
1875 - 1945 


A. Boyd Hamilton, journalist, his- 
torian, servant of the Commonwealth, 
and one of the best friends in high 
places the public library movement in 
Pennsylvania has ever had, died June 
1, 1945, mourned alike by close friends 
and casual acquaintances. 


His activity in library matters dated 
from his appointment to the Board of 
Trustees of the Harrisburg Public Li- 
brary in 1913, and shortly after to the 
Legislative Committee of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association. It is safe 
to assert that during the past thirty 
years every legislative measure, includ- 
ing appropriations, has somewhere in 
its passage to enactment known the 
review and guiding hand of Boyd 
Hamilton, working quietly and often 
anonymously securing support here and 
a legislative green light elsewhere. 

Where are the librarians of Pennsyl- 
vania going to find another man who 
has journalistic connections, who is the 
friend of governors, past, present, and 
future, who calls the heads of powerful 
legislative committees by their first 
names, and above all, who has the true 
interests of library service in his heart? 
In the Pantheon of men who have made 
our Commonwealth great, Adam Boyd 
Hamilton, public servant par excel- 
lence, will have an assured seat. 


AtFrep Decker KEATOR. 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
REPORTS ON 1945 LEGISLATION 

Sections 3 and 12 of the Library Act 
(P. L. 1143, 1917) have been amended 
by making specific the right of munici- 
pal authorities to make direct appro- 
priations for the support of public li- 
braries. The good effect of this meas- 
ure is already apparent in the renewed 
interest in the county library movement 
on the part of the county commission- 
ers. This has resulted already in the 
imminent organization of three new 
county libraries. 

An act has been passed encouraging 
Pennsylvania municipalities to initiate 
suitable public works by offering to 
bear fifty per cent of the cost of de- 
tailed plans and specifications, subject 
to approval of the Pennsylvania Post- 
War Planning Commission. 

The appropriation for state aid to 

county libraries has been substantially 
increased from $55,000 to $79,000 for 
the 1945 /47 biennium. 
' The Archives Division of the State 
Library, the State Museum, and the 
present Pennsylvania Historical Com- 
mission have been separated from the 
Department of Public Instruction and 
incorporated into a new administrative 
department known as the Pennsylvania 
Museum and Historical Commission. 
The direct effect of this law is to reduce 
the State Library to its three original 
divisions; the General Library, the Law 
Library, and the Extension Division. 


Atrrep D. KEATOoR 

A. Boyp HAMILTON 

RatpH Munn 

Grace L. Estes 

A. KatTuryn OLLER 

Harriet T. Root, Chairman 


LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT FUND 


The total amount pledged and paid 
into the Library Development Fund 
from Pennsylvauia so far amounts to 
$1,426.50. This is over our quota for 
the first year, which was $1,391.00, but 


is considerably under our four-year 
quota, which was over five thousand 


dollars. Cisssospn B. WicnTman 
Treasurer 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE IN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Recently the Library Extension Di- 
vision of the State Library was asked 
to give some information about how far 
reaching the libraries of Pennsylvania 
are. While no figures can be accurate, 
it is interesting once in a while to make 
such a survey in order to determine 
whether we are progressing in our ef- 
forts to reach all of our citizens. 

From the reports of libraries which 
have come to the Library Extension 
Division, we find that 6,829,093 people 
in the state live in areas served by per- 
manent, free, public libraries. That 
means that there are still 3,071,087 
people who have no access to free li- 
brary service. Of this number 744,597 
live in towns of more than 2,500 popu- 
lation and 2,326,490 live in smaller 
towns or in the country. 

We still have two counties which 
have no library service at all. How- 
ever, one of these has an active com- 
mittee working toward getting county 
service. That is Sullivan County. The 
other is Fulton. We still have nine 
towns of over 10,000 population which 
are without free library service. They 
are—Arnold, Dickson City, Dormont, 
Dunmore, McKees Rocks, Mahanoy 
City, Mount Carmel, Old Forge and 
Shamokin. 

We are happy to report that two 
more counties have made appropria- 
tions for county library service in 1945. 
They are Adams and Lehigh Counties. 
This is a better report than was made 
at the time of the last survey, but we 
ought not to be contented until we can 
say that every corner of our state has 
access to the books it needs and desires. 

Evetyn L. Matruews 
Acting Extension Librarian 


[12] 





—= AF wp - CO. SY SS 


ee eS ee ae ee ee ee ee ee. eo 


re Ga ee 7S 


eS Te ae? oe ee, a ee a 


ar 
id 


)i- 
ed 
ar 
ia 
re, 
ke 
ne 


of- 
ch 


on 
le 
2 
jat 
87 
li- 


u- 


wo 
‘la- 
45. 
ies. 
ide 
we 
‘an 
has 


ee 

















BRIA oe Si ce a HE 





PENNSYLVANIA LiBRARY ASSOCIATION 





EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board held a meeting 
in Harrisburg on March 9, 1945. 

Mr. Wightman, the _ Treasurer, 
brought up the question of back dues. 
At present members are carried three 
years before they are dropped. It was 
decided members would think more of 
the Association if we had regulations 
and lived up to them. The second issue 
of the BULLETIN is to announce the fol- 
lowing as our policy: “Back dues are 
to be forgiven and from now on we will 
be on a current basis. The Association 
year is from October to October, but 
the financial year is calendar. If a 
member pays in October for the first 
time, it is to be considered as paid for 
fifteen months, thus bringing it up to 
a year from the next January. A bill 
is to be sent for arrears, but if dues 
are received for only one year, they are 
to be applied to the current year.” 

Miss Ganser appointed the following 
to serve as the Nominating Committee 
for 1945: Miss Mary M. Restelli, New 
Kensington Library, Chairman; Miss 
Miriam Grosh, Geneva College, Beaver 
Falls; Mrs. Helen Rockwell Godcharles, 
Towanda Public Library; Miss Helen 
A. Russell, State Teachers College, West 
Chester. The election will be conducted 
by mail. 

Miss Shorey reported for the Pro- 
gram Committee. Although there will 
probably be no conference of the As- 
sociation in the Fall, a tentative pro- 
gram has been outlined. 

Miss Matthews reported on the sal- 
ary situation. The library salaries in 
Pennsylvania are lower than those of 
the surrounding states and _ therefore 
we are losing our trained librarians to 
those states. She suggested it would be 
a good project to work out a scale of 
salaries for the libratians of the state, 
using the basic standards of salaries 
included in surveys already made by a 
few Pennsylvania libraries. 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S SECTION 


Constitution adopted at the 44th 
annual meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Library Association, October, 1944. 


Section 1. Name. This organiza- 
tion shall be known as the Children’s 
and Young People’s Section of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association. 

Section 2. Object. The object of 
this section shall be to further and im- 
prove library service to children and 
young people, and to stimulate interest 
in the literature for this age group. 

Section 3. Membership. Member- 
ship in this organization shall be open 
to all members of the P. L. A. who are 
doing library work with children or 
young people and to those who are 
interested in the literature for this age 
group and its improvement. 

Section 4. Officers. Officers shall 
consist of a chairman, a vice-chairman 
and a secretary who shall act as a 
treasurer should the need arise. Term 
of office should be one year except in 
an emergency when state meetings are 
not held. The Vice-Chairman should 
succeed the Chairman so that continu- 
ity of policy and programs be provided. 

Section 5. Meetings. At least one 
meeting of the section is to be held each 
year during the annual meeting of the 
P. L. A. Additional meetings may be 
held, if so ordered by the section, or if 
deemed necessary by the chairman of 
the section. 

Section 6. Dues. No dues shall be 
required for membership in this section. 

Section 7. Amendments. These by- 
laws may be amended by a two-thirds’ 
vote of the members present at an an- 
nual meeting held during the P. L. A. 
conference. 


President—Amy E. Preston 
Branch Librarian 
Bethlehem Public Library 
Secretary—Puy iis HANSBERGER 
Head of Work with Children 
Wilkes-Barre Public Library 
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COUNTY LIBRARY SECTION 

On June 15 the County Library Sec- 
tion met in Harrisburg in an all day 
session. Twenty-eight librarians and 
trustees were present. The group was 
greeted by Miss Evelyn Matthews, 
Acting Extension Librarian; Mr. Alfred 
D. Keator, State Librarian, and Miss 
Helen Ganser, President of P. L. A. 

The business meeting, conducted by 
the chairman, was given over to the 
adoption of a constitution and by-laws. 

The main part of the discussion cen- 
tered around the annual statistical re- 
port as sent to the State Library. Each 
item was considered with suggestions 
for changes as pertaining specifically to 
county library work. These suggestions 
included: number of schools visited, an 
account of operating expenses of book- 
mobiles, and more detailed accounts of 
circulation statistics. 

Other problems discussed were those 
of recovering lost books, book owner- 
ship when the county library takes 
over a village library, and the disposal 
of books that have been exposed to con- 
tagious diseases. The various methods 
in use were presented, but in each case 
it was decided that local conditions 
must be considered and a guiding rule 
could not be made. 


KaTuRYN OLLER, Chairman 
Huntingdon County Library 


ADAMS COUNTY TO HAVE 
LIBRARY 

The membership campaign of the 
Adams County Free Library Associa- 
tion is approaching its minimum goal 
of 3,000 members it was disclosed at 
the June meeting of the board of direc- 
tors. Announcing a current member- 
ship total of 2,900, O. H. Benson, chair- 
man of the board and president of the 
association, said: “Adams County al- 
ways goes ‘over the top’ in every worth- 
while effort, and we feel sure that li- 
brary memberships will go far beyond 
the figure we set months ago as the 


minimum with which we would attempt 
to begin operating a county library.” 

At the same session the board ex- 
tended all charter memberships of indi- 
viduals and organizations to December 
31, 1946. This action, it was pointed 
out, will keep charter memberships in 
full force for the first year of county 
library service here. Because county 
funds for the library will not become 
available until January 1, 1946, full 
operation of the library cannot be ac- 
complished before that date. It is 
hoped, however, to have a trained li- 
brarian employed by September 1 of 
this year. 

In May the Adams County Commis- 
sioners agreed to include in the coun- 
ty’s 1946 budget a $3,500 appropriation 
for the Adams County Free Library 
Association. At the same time, it was 
announced that the association had re- 
ceived a $2,500 grant from the state, 
the maximum amount allowed by law, 
for county libraries. The appropriation 
by the Commissioners was made con- 
tingent on the following conditions: 


1. That the association meet its goal 
of 3,000 members by November 30. 

2. That the association be incorpo- 
rated. 

3. That the association’s charter 
and by-laws be approved by the State 
Department of Public Instruction and 
the county solicitor. 

4. That there be not less than fif- 
teen members on the board of directors 
of the association, with not more than 
one director from any one borough or 
township in the county, with the ex- 
ception of Gettysburg, from which there 
shall be not more than two. 

The association expects to meet, by 
November 30, each of the requirements 
as specified. Tt had a charter member- 
ship of over 2,000 and a county wide 
campaign for junior, adult, organiza- 
tion and life memberships in the asso- 
ciation was undertaken. A three day 
tour by the borrowed bookmobile of 
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the Huntingdon County library gave 
“tremendous boost” to the drive. The 
bookmobile made thirty-four stops at 
school centers and the larger boroughs 
and was met with enthusiasm every- 
where it went. 

The list of members of the associa- 
tion is most representative of a country 
wide public sentiment in favor of the 
library and a deep interest in the work. 


NEW BUILDING FOR LANCASTER 

The Lancaster Free Public Library 
is starting work on a $360,000 library 
building campaign which will culmi- 


_ nate with a definite drive in November 


and December of this year. . The drive 
will actually be for the sum of $200,000, 
since $160,000 already is available for 
library purposes from the estate of the 
late M. T. Garvin of the city. Plans 
for the building have been under way 
for some time, and are now virtually 
completed. They are being drawn by 
Alfred Morton Githens, library archi- 
tect of New York, and follow the best 
functional and artistic designs. 


LIBRARY INSTITUTE AT 
PITTSBURGH 


The Pittsburgh Library Club, the 
Staff Association of Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh, and the Pittsburgh Sec- 
tion, Special Libraries Association, 
joined in sponsoring a library institute 
in Pittsburgh, April 27. A similar one- 
day meeting was held last year. 

A panel discussion at the afternoon 
session led to the following recommen- 
dations: (1) that A. L. A. adopt as a 
major policy, the encouragement and 
development of state and local library 
associations; (2) that A. L. A. national 
conferences be held biennially, with 
regional conferences in the alternate 
years. 

A recommendation that the A. L. A. 
BuLteTiIn be made more popular in 
content was defeated. It was said that 
as a national professional body, the 


A. L. A. should have an official mouth- 
piece; that librarians should widen their 
professional interests and grow up to 
the A. L. A. BuLtetiy, if it is now be- 
yond them. 

Mrs. Ruth E. Sheahan, librarian of 
the Deshon General Hospital, Butler, 
spoke on “Library Service to Veterans” 
at the evening session. “Novels of Es- 
cape,” a talk by Mrs. Hazel C. Shupp, 
Associate Professor of English, Penn- 
sylvania College for Women, was the 
final feature. 


GIFT TO 
TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
The Pittsburgh Chapter, American 

Chemical Society, has raised $66,195 
with which to supplement the regular 
book funds of the Technology Depart- 
ment of the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh. 

The money was given chiefly by in- 
dustrial companies of the Pittsburgh 
district. It is not an endowment, and 
the entire amount is to be spent during 
the next few years. The first purchases 
are additional scientific and technical 
periodicals, and the complete files of 
the Technical Translation Service. 


RESEARCH LIBRARIAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA 

The Free Library of Philadelphia 
announces the appointment of an As- 
sistant Librarian in Charge of Research. 
Under arrangements concluded during 
the past year, the Free Library has 
become librarian of the Library Com- 
pany of Philadelphia and the Ridgway 
Library, while the Mercantile Library 
has become one of the branches of the 
public system. The research librarian 
will deal with the collections of all these 
institutions. 

J. H. Powell, of the Department of 
History of the University of Delaware, 
has been named to the position, and 
will begin his work about August 1. 
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TECHNICAL BOOKS AVAILABLE 

The Extension Library of.the Penn- 
sylvania State College has copies of 
technical books available, including 
electrical, mechanical and _ industrial 
engineering, economics, personnel man- 
agement, production organization, su- 
pervisory training and so forth, in 
groups and small collections. 

These will be available on a loan 
basis, and because of United States 
regulations may be subject to return at 
any time. Mr..Willard P. Lewis, under 
whose supervision these books are 
loaned, believes, however, that the 


books will be available for the period 
of the loan, which may be for as long as 
six months. 

A list of the books may be obtained 
by writing to the Extension Library, 
The Pennsylvania State College. 


“FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY” 
IN TITUSVILLE 

The second year of “Friends of the 
Library” was celebrated at the Benson 
Memorial Library on May 25, with 
open house and an entertaining pro- 
gram. Preceding the evening’s program 
a brief business meeting was held, at 
which it was stated that the total 
contributions for the two years were 
$1,009.50, and that contributing mem- 
bers in the last year totaled 132. The 
principal expenditures were for books. 
The number of books added in two 
years was 526, of which 229 were juve- 
niles for the Jean G. Thomson Memo- 
rial Collection. 

The guest speaker of the evening was 
Dr. Frederick S. Seely, a member of 
the faculty of Allegheny College, Mead- 
ville, whose subject was “Crime Does 
Pay—In Fiction.” 

After the program the visitors ex- 
amined the new Board Room and other 
improvements, including the new stacks. 
New books for children were on display 
and all of the books purchased from the 


“Friends of the Library” funds in the 
two years were gathered together. The 
support which this organization has 
given the library has done much to 
maintain its high standard of service. 

Epitn Row ey, Librarian 


NEW REGIONAL LIBRARY 


The Back Mountain Memorial Li- 
brary is now being organized at Dallas, 
Luzerne County. On their letterhead 
under the name of the association is 
the following: “A perpetual, living me- 
morial to the Back Mountain men and 
women who have served in all wars to 
preserve the American ideal.” 

The library will serve the whole of 
the Back Mountain community, taking 
in several townships, and is one of the 
first regional libraries to be established 
in Pennsylvania. Miss Miriam Lathrop 
left a position in the Rutgers College 
Library and returned to Pennsylvania 
to take charge. Plans are being made 
to serve the schools of the district and 
to establish library stations as needed. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


Miss L. Helen Berkey became libra- 
rian of the Cambria Free Library, 
Johnstown, on June 1, 1898. From that 
time until illness recently prevented her 
from working, she has held that posi- 
tion loyally and faithfully. Her resig- 
nation to take effect the end of June, 
1945, has been regretfully accepted by 
the Directors of the Library. Forty- 
seven years of service is a record of 
which anyone might well be proud. 

Miss Katharine M. Stokes has re- 
signed from the State College. Library 
to accept the position of Circulation 
Librarian at the University of Illinois, 
September 1, 1945. 

Miss A. Raye Hoofnagle, head of the 
Children’s Department of the Allen- 
town Free Library, has taken a year’s 


leave of absence beginning September 
1, 1945. 
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